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182 Gobineau's Nouvelles Asiatiques. [July, 

constant. He seems to have an amateur's or a German's compre- 
hension of sonant letters. He does not refer to the appearances in 
other dialects which resemble those of Grimm's Law, those in South 
Africa, for example, and in the Swiss Cantons, of which there are 
notable studies by Bleek and Tobler. Nevertheless, the book is very 
able and very suggestive. Not being embarrassed with microscopic 
observation, it presents with great clearness and force the consequences 
to which the supposed laws of language lead, and the difficulties of the 
current hypothesis. Other philologists who have lately worked on this 
subject have directed their studies to a microscopic scrutiny of the 
sounds involved, working out minute variations undistinguished by the 
Roman alphabet, and trying to find a solution in these. So much the 
more welcome is a man with the telescope and calculus. 

Besides Grimm's Law, the book contains a discussion of the relations 
of k, hw, and hy in the Indo-European languages, in the light of the laws 
of dissimilation ; and there are seven appendices, and a good index. 



14. — Nouvelles Asiatiques. Par le Comte de Gobineau. Paris: Di- 
dier & C". 1876. 

M. de Gobineau has earned a high place as a writer of fiction by his 
excellent book, " Les Pleiades," which is one of the wisest novels of late 
years, and in this new volume it is shown once more how good a novelist 
has been nearly lost in the scholar and diplomatist. M. de Gobineau, 
now minister to Sweden, once held the same position at the Persian 
court, and these sketches are the fruit of his observation of Oriental 
life and manners. In his Introduction he makes a brief statement of the 
immense difference, not only between different men, but also between 
men of different races, and calls attention to various traits of the Orien- 
tals, the bravery of the men, their kindness, their patriotism, and the 
habit they all have of yielding always to the first impulse of the mo- 
ment. These qualities, especially when combined with an aversion to 
telling the truth, are, he says, in no way deserving to be set forth by a 
stern moralist who will feel obliged to praise or condemn them ; they 
are the property of the man who will put them down as they are, with- 
out regard to their accord with our conventional notions, as studies of 
Oriental life. Consequently, he appears here, not as an advocate or as 
a judge, but merely as a witness who, by means of wide experience and 
generous sympathy, is able to paint the Asiatic as he appears to himself 
or to an observer who is not over-hasty to point out how unlike and 
consequently inferior he is to Europeans. 



1877.] Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures. 183 

The sketches this volume contains are six in number. The first, La 
Danseuse de Shamakha, is doubtless the one that most completely meets 
the reader's notion of what a short story should be with its wholly 
surprising plot, and, among other things, its excellent representation of 
what is always seen when a higher civilization meets a lower one, 
namely, craft on the side of the more civilized contending with the 
strength of the inferior race. In this tale it is the collection of vices in 
AssanofF in conflict with the heroine. Every character here is well 
drawn, and only a man of real skill could have made Gregoire as dis- 
tinct as he is. The other sketches are slighter, but they are deserving 
of praise, not so much as stories, but for the light they throw on East- 
ern life. The Histoire de Gamber-Aly describes the successful career 
of a good-looking, cowardly young scamp ; La Guerre des Turcomans 
narrates the military career of an Eastern soldier ; Les Amants de Kan- 
dahar, again, is of a more romantic sort. The last sketch is perhaps the 
slightest of all. The merit of the book does not lie, however, in the 
plots of the tales, but in the author's wonderful success in setting before 
us an unknown country, and in confiding to us the way of looking at 
things which belong to races with which we have almost nothing in 
common except, as he says, the elementary feeling that we should eat 
when hungry, and sleep when sleepy. Almost every one of the stories 
reads as if it were told by an Eastern man, and not by an outsider. 
Only a few men can so combine knowledge and sympathy as to produce 
this result, and to a writer who is probably unrivalled in this power 
our best thanks are due for a delightful volume. 



15. — Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Critical, Doctrinal, 
and Homiletical. Volume VII. of the Old Testament, containing Chron- 
icles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. New York : Scribner, Armstrong, 
&Co. 

This German commentary, in its excellent English translation, is an 
invaluable contribution to the right study and interpretation of Holy 
Scripture. It forms a Biblical thesaurus. Every volume gives evi- 
dence of the painstaking and careful study for which German scholar- 
ship is so deservedly celebrated. As these volumes have steadily issued 
from the press, this one serious fault, it has seemed to us, lies in all of 
them ; too much of the mere scaffolding of scholarship has been allowed 
to remain. What Bible-students are most anxious to get at are results, 
and not the processes, so often circuitous and involved, by which the 
results in the end have been reached. These volumes, so invaluable in 



